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Euphrates to the centre of Palestine and the edge of the Egyptian desert, we really know nothing, while the confusion is made worse confounded by stories being told of the lives of persons which, in so far as they had any foundation at all, were connected with the history not of persons but of clans. That, however, the early life of these people was something like the life described in the Book of Genesis, putting aside obviously mythical narrations, like the appearance of the Elohim in the guise of human beings, may be taken as pretty certain.
The sixth chapter deals with the name of Jahveh, corrupted in the seventeenth century into the quite incorrect form Jehovah. Renan explains that it is possible that this mysterious word may have been adopted by the nomads from Padanaram, where it seems to have been used as that of the God who spoke in the thunder. This is, however, extremely doubtful, and it is just as likely that Jahveh was originally the local God of Sinai whose name became used as a synonym for Elohim, then superseded Elohim, and lastly gave way again, if not to the old form, at least to the old idea of a supreme being not belonging to any particular district, and not more connected with the thunder than with any other natural phenomenon.